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object of defending unitedly the dignity of the Turkish
press, and of breaking the absolute monopoly exercised
by the German Embassy.

In spite of the opposition of the Government, the
struggle for freedom from foreign influence was a long
one, but at last it was crowned with full success. The
German syndicate for supplying paper to the trade
began to furnish the national press association direct
with the necessary paper for the entire Turkish Empire
press.

Following the struggle relative to the newsprint paper
problem, the press began to show also a fighting spirit
against the Government. They succeeded in arranging
weekly sittings between the editors, the head of the press
bureau, and the head of the information department in
the general staff of the army also in charge of military
censorship. This meant at least an opportunity for dis-
cussion. Specific complaints could be made against the
censorship, which necessarily led to an amelioration of
the existing conditions. Bad feeling against the allies
and the causes of friction had increased to such an extent
that public opinion was insisting that the columns of the
press should be thrown open for a general news service.
The political censorship was abolished on the ground
that it was unconstitutional. Curiously enough, the
members of the cabinet were the very men who had
established the censorship. Thereafter the press, sub-
ject to the press law only, could discuss anything. There
was a military censorship, but without any real author-
ity. The papers were asked to send to that censorship
only matters of a purely military character which might
contain information useful to the enemy.

A very active period began for the Turkish press.
War abuses and scandals implicating men in high posi-
tions began to be disclosed. Irregularities by the mili-
tary authorities were not overlooked. Although the